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January 24, 2021 

Dear TSD Families, 

I hope you are all able to enjoy the fresh snow that has finally come.  A blanket of clean, 
white snow is refreshing like few other things. 

The increase in the incidence rate for our county is causing alarm, and understandably 
so.  While our county Positivity Rate continues a slow decline (and is currently at 5.2%), our 
county Incidence Rate has risen to 1603.  This is now at an all-time high, and puts our county 
up there on various lists.  One thing Public Health did explain to us this week is that when you 
increase testing: (1) Positivity Rate will decline because you are testing more asymptomatic 
people and therefore catching more negatives; but (2) Incidence Rate will also increase 
because you are casting a wider net and therefore catching more positives.    They stated 
that we are testing four to five times the number of people we were back in September and 
October, so we should expect to see a higher Incidence Rate.  Still, a rate of 1603 is 
alarming. 

On a good note, our district rates continue to stay low.  Here is the latest: 

  COVIDCheck MicroGenDX 
Total 

District 

Week 
Staff 

Positive 
Staff 
Total 

Staff 
% 

Student 
Positive 

Student 
Total 

Student 
% 

Positivity 
Rate 

Jan 4 3 133 2.26% 3 135 2.22% 2.24% 
Jan 11 3 118 2.54% 1 258 0.39% 1.06% 
Jan 18 1 105 0.95% 0 264 0.00% 0.27% 

While we know this does not catch symptomatic students, it does provide a good picture on 
asymptomatic staff and students.  We have confirmed for this past week that two of our 
students tested positive outside our district testing, so adding those two positives in would put 
our Positivity Rate at 0.8%.  Additionally, we are looking at ways to try to create a district 
Incidence Rate per 1000 (our approximate student plus staff population).  The simple way to 
do this is to just add staff plus student positives, including known positives from outside district 
testing.  That would mean our Incidence Rate for this week would be 3 people per 1000, if we 
include the two student positives from outside our district testing. 



Based on the latest information we have, and discussions with Public Health, we will pause on 
bringing high school students back into the building this week; and plan at this point to have 
them return on February 1.  Therefore, our plan for this week and beyond is as follows: 

• Grades K-6 will remain in-person. 
• Grades 7-8 will continue in hybrid. 
• Grades 9-12 will start hybrid learning on Monday, February 1. 
• This week we will test students in Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, and 8 who have consent forms in. 
• Please understand that with things as dynamic as they are we may need to change our 

operation at any grade level on very short notice, including the need quarantine class 
cohorts. 

School principals will provide phase-in and operation details. 

As always, please continue to do your part by following all safety protocols: 

• Avoid unnecessary travel, and please consider quarantining if you have necessary travel to 
any hot spot 

• Minimize group size 
• Wear a mask, maintain 6-foot distancing, and wash hands frequently 
• Stay home, contact your provider, and get tested if you or anyone in your household is 

symptomatic 

Additionally, please remember that students (and adults) will always be healthier and less 
prone to any illness or infection if they are eating a regular and healthy diet, sleeping 
enough, and exercising.  Now more than ever we all need this to maintain our physical and 
mental health. 
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